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This international symposium was organized by the three organizations and
cooperated with the two organizations, as shown in Fig. 1.

NEPAL LANDSLIDE SOCIETY,
JAPAN LANDSLIDE SOCIETY
and
INTERNATIONAL CONSORTIUM ON LANDSLIDES

In Collaboration with
Centre for Applied Research and Development

Institute of Engineering, Tribhuvan University, Nepal
and
International Landslide Centre

University of Durham, UK
Fig. 1 Five organizations of the symposium.

Totally about 160 scientists and engineering who are mostly involved in
landslides, from 10 countries, jointed the conference. In the opening
ceremony, I gave greetings as the representative of the Japan Landslide

Society which is one of the organizing society for the symposium (Fig. 2).



Fig. 2 The opening ceremony of the International Symposium on “Landslide

Hazards in Orogenic Zones, from the Himalaya to Island Arcs in Asia.

In the symposium, totally 35 papers were presented by oral and posters on
landslides and were discussed fruitfully (Fig. 3) The papers on the Niigata
Chuetsu Earthquake and the related topics were presented by Prof Yagi, K.
of Yamagata University and Dr. Abe, S. from Japan. In addition, Prof. Amir
Nawaz Khan of University of Peshawar, Pakistan, was presenting a paper on the
Muzaffarabad area which was attacked by the intensive Pakistan Earthquake (M7.6)
on Oct 8th, 2005. All of the presented papers are printed in the proceedings of
the same title.

On 26th evening, a symposium banquet was held in the garden of the
Raddison Hotel where the symposium was held. After the symposium, TV,
Radio companies and a famous newspaper in Nepal (Rising Nepal) reported
the event (Fig. 4).



Fig.3 A scene of the meeting at the international Symposium from Sep 25 to

26th,

By Our Correspondent —

KATHMANDU, Sept. 25:
Landslides have become a grave
concern because of its capacity of
causing great loss of lives and
property, and extensive degradation
tothe environment and damaging the
mfrastructure of the country.

The frequencies of occurrence of natural
calamities are high in a mountainous
country like Nepal, which falls in the
orogenic zone (zone where geological
movements are taking place).
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The fragile geology caused by the
tectonic movement along the hill
slope and variation of topography
and intensive rainfall during the
monsoon have led to frequent
landslides in Mepal and the
Himalayan range.
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With the theme to mitigate landslide
risks and hazards, landslide
manag and geo-envi |
aspects of landslides, a two-day
Intemational Landslides Symposium
on “Landslide Hazards in Orogenic

Landslides beco

Zones, from the Himalayan to Island
Arcs in Asia” started on Sunday.

Vice- chancellor of the Tribhuvan
University Dr. Govinda Prasad
Sharma inaugurated the symposium.
Speaking on the occasion Dr. Sharma
said natural calamities are regular not
only in Nepal but all along the
Himalayas. “It is imperative that geo
scientists, experts, engineers come
together and discuss the root causes
and means of mitigation”,

Dr. Sharma said Nepal has
encountered landslides time and again
and has affected highly expensive
infrastructure such as roads, bridges,
dams with considerable loss of life
and property and the suffering of
the people. * This has put extra
burden on meager resources of this
nation™ said Dr. Sharma.

Speaking at the occasion
Ambassador of Japan Tsutomu
Hiroaka said landslides pose a severe
threat to the socio-economic
development for poverty alleviation.
Mitigating and management of

Fig. 4 An article of the symposium in the newspaper

landslides is one of the issues that
should be wurgently and
comprehensively addressed in order
to achieve poverty reduction in
Nepal said Hiroaka.

The landslides being the major
problem in most of the country,
Japan is ready to support Asian
countries for the mitigation of
landslides said Dr. Yamagishi of
Japanese Landslides Society (JLS).
Nepal including other Himalayan
countries of Asia are recognised as
hot spots for the landslides as the
meountains here are young which is
composed of weak rocks said Dr.
David N, Petley, Director of
International Landslides Centre
(ILC) Durham University UK.

Dr. Petely said occurrence of natural
hazards increases pressure to the
politicians, and emphasised 1o set-
up an agenda for the landslide
mitigation through proper policy.

The symposium is attended by
scientists of 19 countries where 54
papers are chosen for presentation

ming grave concern

on the landslide hazards.

Convener Vishnu Dangol said citizens |

of every country have the
responsibility to solve the problems

of landslides through research to,

mitigate the disaster. No one can live
in complete isolation; it is a global
problem, which needs to be addressed
for sustainable solution, he said.

Dr. Bhagban Ratna Kansakar,
Director of Centre for Applied
Research and Development
(CEARD) said frequent flow of
landslides and debris has contributed
to the huge volume of sediments in
the southern hilly regions.

Achyut N. Bhandary, president of

Nepal Landslide Society (NELS)
said the symposium would help in
mitigating the landslides through
discussion at the technical level.

The symposium
organised by NELS, JLS and
International Consortium on
Landslide in collaboration with

CEARD and ILC.

was jointly

"Rising Nepal"



